
Ghost Hill Infant and Nursery School 

Asthma Policy  

 
 

Background 

This policy has been written with advice from the Department for Education & Skills, 

Asthma UK, the local education authority, local healthcare professionals, the school health 

service, parents/carers, the governing body and pupils.  

 

Our school recognises that asthma is a widespread, serious but controllable condition 

affecting many of our pupils. Our school positively welcomes all pupils with asthma. Our 

school encourages pupils with asthma to achieve their potential and participate  in all 

aspects of school life, by having a clear policy that is understood by school staff and any 

students and volunteers working in our school. 

Asthma medicines 

• Immediate access to reliever medicines is essential.  All classes have a box for inhalers 

that is taken around the school with the class and the MSA’s take the box to the hall at 

lunchtime and out on the playground to ensure immediate access when required. The 

school has two spare inhalers, one is kept in the office and one in the Breakfast and After 

School club. Inhalers, including the spare, are taken on every trip that the children attend. 

 

• Parents/carers are asked to ensure that the school is provided with a labelled inhaler for 

their child. The inhaler dates are checked regularly, and reminders sent to parents when a 

new inhaler is required. 

 

• School staff are not required to administer asthma medicines to pupils , however many 

of the staff at Ghost Hill Infant and Nursery School are happy to administer an inhaler if a 

child needs it. School staff who agree to administer inhalers are insured by Sapientia 

Education Trust when acting in agreement with this policy.  



Record keeping 

• At the beginning of each school year, or when a child joins the school, 

parents/carers are asked if their child has any medical conditions including asthma on 

their admissions form. From information contained on this form, the school maintains 

its asthma register, which is kept in the medical room and is available to all school 

staff. The register is updated annually to reflect any changes in the child’s individual 

needs and contains asthma information forms, permission to administer an inhaler -  

including the spare inhaler for their child and any changes in medication needs.  

 

The expiry date of each inhaler is recorded to ensure that the school supports parent’s 

in ensuring their child’s inhaler is always ready to use. Each time a child uses their 

inhaler it is recorded in a folder in the First Aid room or within the child’s class box and 

a record of dosage is also sent home to keep parents informed. 

 

Our school holds two spare blue inhalers (Salbutamol) and several spacers for 

emergency use. A permission slip is sent home at the beginning of each school year to 

gain parents permission for their child to use this spare inhaler in the event of an 

emergency – their own inhaler is out of date, broken, empty, not in school etc. The 

inhaler is only for use with children on the asthma register. 

Asthma attacks 

• All staff  in our school are First Aid trained and know what to do in the event of an 

asthma attack. 

• In the event of an asthma attack staff follow the procedure outlined by their First 

Aid training and supported by posters and guidance in the First Aid room and 

around school. There are always plenty of staff in school to support one another in 

the event of an emergency. 

•  We will contact parents immediately should a child suffer an asthma attack that 

the usual dosage and routine care is unable to  relieve. (Usual routine care as 

directed by the parent, i.e. 2 puffs at lunch time)                 
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