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Key Vocabulary Map For Design & Technology - Becoming Designers 

 

 Autumn 1  Autumn 2  Spring 1 Spring 2  Summer 1  Summer 2  

Nursery make, materials, cut, join, attach, explore, change,  
fruit, vegetable, healthy 

Reception make, materials, cut, join, attach, explore, change, secure, 
fruit, vegetable, healthy, variety 

Key Stage 1  
Generic vocabulary to 

be used across all units.  

product, user, purpose, 
design brief, design criteria, design, make, evaluate. 

 

 

Year One 

Technical 
Knowledge: 

Mechanisms – Levers 
and Sliders 

 

slider, lever, pivot, 
slot, bridge/guide 

 Textiles:  
Cutting, shaping, joining 

with running stitch 
 
 

 cut, shape, join, 
running stitch, 

secure. 

 Cooking and 
Nutrition:  

Select ingredients, peel, 
chop 

 

ingredients, prepare, 
peel, chop, chunk 

claw grip 

 

 

 

Year Two 

Technical 
Knowledge: 

Mechanisms – Wheels 
and Axles 

 

vehicle, wheel, axle 
(holder), fixed, 

moving, mechanism, 
chassis   

 Cooking and 
Nutrition:  

Select ingredients, peel, 
chop, grate. 

 

ingredients, prepare, 
peel, chop, grate, 

fine, claw grip 
    

 Technical 

Knowledge:  
Structures – Strong, 

stiff, stable 
 

 bridge, structure, 
deck, piers, tower, 
strong, stiff, stable 
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