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Key Vocabulary Map for Art  

The expectation is that each half term the previous vocab learnt is consolidated as well as introducing the new vocab. 

 

 Autumn 1  Autumn 2  Spring 1 Spring 2  Summer 1  Summer 2  

Nursery line, mark, straight, wavy, curved, squiggly, zig zag, dot, dab, flick, stroke, splatter, swirl, push, pull, stretch, roll, squash, cut, snip, stick, join, mix, colour, feel, 
grip, draw, paint, create, imagine, idea, long, short, tools, shape.  

Reception 

 

Not all Reception children have been at Ghost Hill Nursery, so repeat and consolidate Nursery vocab as well as new vocab. 
 
As Nursery:   line, mark, straight, wavy, curved, squiggly, zig zag, dot, dab, flick, stroke, splatter, swirl, push, pull, stretch, roll, squash, cut, snip, stick, join, mix, 
colour, feel, grip, draw, paint, create, imagine, idea, long, short, tools, shape. 
 
Throughout Reception:   observe, art, artist, texture, pattern, express, design, model, rip, tear, thin, thick 
 

Year One Specific to unit: Drawing 
chalk, charcoal, continuous, crosshatch, diagonal, 
dots, firmly, lightly, line, pastel, printing, shade, 
shadow, straight, vertical, wavy, form, horizontal 

Specific to unit: Painting  
Blend, hue, kaleidoscope, mix, primary colour, 
print, secondary colour, shade, shape, space, thin, 
thick 
 

Specific to unit: Sculpture 
Craft, knot, loom, plait, thread, threading, warp, 
weaving, weft 

 Throughout all terms: observe, art, artist, texture, pattern, expression, plan, design, model 
 

Year Two Specific to unit: Drawing 
blending, charcoal, concertina, cross hatching, 
emoji, emotion, frame, hatching, illustrations, 
illustrator, lines, scribbling, sketch, stippling, 
storyboard, thick, thin 
 

Specific to unit: Painting 
Collage, detail, mixing, overlap, primary colour, 
secondary colour, surface 

Specific to unit: Sculpture  
casting, ceramic, cut, detail, flatten, glaze, 
impressing, in relief, join, negative space, pinch 
pot, plaster, roll, score, sculptor, sculpture. Shape, 
slip, smooth, surface, three-dimensional, thumb 
pot 

 Throughout all terms: observe, experiment, art, artist, texture, pattern, expression, plan, design, model 
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